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distillation lost in importance. The volatile oils, however, gradually
taking the place of the distilled waters, gained in importance.
This' change was contemporaneous with the transition from the
Destillirbucher to the dispensatories. Although this change was
brought about gradually, it is usually identified historically with
the appearance of the Dispensatorium Nor/aim of Valerius
Cordus in the year 1546.

While in Wittenberg, Cordus (born 1515, died 1544) was in
the habit of visiting with his uncle, the apothecary Ralla, who
from 1532 to 1560 was proprietor of the Salomo-Apotheke in
Leipzig. Here he seems to have taken an active interest in the
art of distillation and in making chemico-pharmaceutical pre-
parations. At Ralla's instigation and with his assistance, Cordus
collected tried formulas for the preparation of distilled waters
and other pharmaceutical preparations. These were published
by Ralla.

This compilation, and still more his lectures on the materia
medica of Dioscorides as well as his Historia Plantarum published
in 1540, had established the fame of the young scholar. On
one of his botanical excursions, Cordus appears to have stopped
at Ntirnberg where he received due attention in medical circles.
In 1542 the council of that city charged him with the preparation
of a dispensatory for the guidance of physicians and apothecaries
of that municipality. This task Cordus accomplished with the
aid of his uncle Ralla and of Caspar Pfreund, a friend and able
apothecary at Torgau. The book was favorably received by the
council of Ntirnberg and was published in 1546, two years after
the death of its author.1) Several editions appeared in rapid
succession without date of publication, the third Niirnberg edition
bearing the date 1548. As an authoritative treatise, the book
seems to have found general recognition. It was frequently re-

*) Pharmacorum omnium, quas quid em in ttsu sunt, conficiendorum ratio.
Vulgo vocant Dispensatorium pharmacopolarum. Ex omni genere bonorum
authorum, cum veterum turn recentium collectum, et scholiis utilissimis
illustratum. in quibus obiter, plurium simplicium, hactenus non cognitorum
vera noticia traditur. Authore Valerio Cordo. Item de collectione repositione
et durations simplicium. De adulterationibus quorundam simplicium. Simplici
aliquo absolute scripto, quid sid accipiendum, 'AvTipaUJ/usva, id estt Succe-
danea, sfve Quid, pro Quo. Qualem virum Pharmacopolam esse conveniat.
Cum indice copioso. JNorimbergas, apud Job. Petreium.